Stained Glass Windows
in Sant Pau Hospital Church,
Barcelona
by Núria Gil and Sílvia Cañellas

The research about stained glass windows in Sant Pau Hospital Church
(Barcelona) is part of an interdisciplinary work for the Director Plan of these
relevant Modernist constructions.
Sant Pau Hospital was built by Lluís Domènech i Muntaner during the early
20th century, but the church was built later (started in 1923) and it was carried
out by his son Pere Domènech Roure.
The stained glass windows in the church were made in two different moments:
A) The first windows were made in 1928-30. Francesc Labarta drew the designs
and Granell & Cia made the windows. Because of some economical problems,
lots of pieces had no grisaille, so there is a big contrast of colours.
The stained glass windows are placed on the choir chapels of the church. In
each chapel there are four stained glasses. The subject of the two windows in the
middle is based on Gospel scenes. The windows on the sides show geometrical
forms. The style of the windows is the classical trend in the Noucentis;, the
figures are realistic and the ornamentation has a baroque inspiration.

Window 18, detail. Francesc Labarta and Granell &
Cia. Exodus (24, 3). The Israelites accept the covenant,
while Moses reveals the law.

Window 16, detail. Francesc Labarta and Granell & Cia. Tobit (2, 20). Tobit is the Charity usher until
his dead.

Window 26 (see map),
detail. Francesc Labarta and
Granell & Cia. Matthew
(5, 2): Christ explains the
Beatitudes. “Et aperiens os
suum docebat eos dicens”.

Windows 13-19, ensemble.
Geometric windows on
the corners; Charity and
good deeds in the middle.
Evangelic texts: Luke (33,
40-41), and Mark (5, 2).

B) The last windows were made in the 70s, when a new economical income arrived. At this moment the
designer was Narcís Pons and Granell & Cia made the windows too.
The designs of these windows are conserved and the painter Narcís Pons tells us about the origin of his
original and pseudo-heraldic drawings, which are more modern and simpler than Labarta’s drawings.
Although the majority of glasses are textured, there are some pieces which have other kinds of glass:
iridiscent, flashed, moulded roundels... We may find dark and white grisaille and silver stain, which was
applied on some red flashed glasses which had been engraved before.
Despite the good condition of these windows, there are some broken glasses because of the impacts of the
pigeons. The most damaged windows are on the façade.

Detail. Window 111

Plan of Sant Pau Church windows

Design, detail. Window 111, Narcís Pons.

Window 111, Narcís Pons and Granell & Cia. The orange tree is the good result of the work. The pigeon represents
Charity, and the open hand with the flame is the symbol of the Good deeds, which are taken in her hands by the careful
virgins. In the centre the patron Saint of the hospital, Saint Paul.

Window 112 inside, detail of the
glasses on the 3rd panel. Printed
glasses and moulded glass pieces.

